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Caught Texting in Class 

Yes, we are happy to have Christine Lee, GED teacher 
at the Vernon Adult Education Program at E O Smith, 
texting in class. With her creative, motivating way of 
staying in touch with all of her GED students, 
Christine's class has almost perfect attendance. The 
students know she cares because of her personal 
connection with them by means of her phone. One 
student who never spoke in class was able to express 
his difficulties and school anxieties through texting, 
allowing Chris to better understand him and to then 
guide him along to sign up to take the GED. 

Scary Times At EO Smith 

All ELL/ESL classes joined forces in spooking their way 

through the night. Activities consisted of pumpkin carving, 

apple biting, dancing and mummy wrapping. Traditional 

food and drinks were shared along with readings and songs 

of Halloween. Remember the Ninja Turtles? They were 

alive and well at our event thanks to three UConn 

Volunteers who attended in costume. 
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VRABE PROGRAM HIGHLIGHTS 

Congratulations 
to our VRABE Recipients!  

3rd Annual Greater Hartford STARS 
Award Recipients 



 

JOHN NEVIN, GED GRADUATE, IN CENTER 

 

 

THOMAS SAMPERI, GED and Grad Project Teacher, on left 
with John 

 



 

XIAOKA XU, ESL STUDENT IN CENTER 

Old Sturbridge Village 

On November 6th, 90 ESL students from across our region 
joined together to travel to Old Sturbridge Village where 
they took a journey through time in a rural New England 
town of the 1830's. The weather was beautiful and one 
student commented, "It was such an informative trip. I 
have learned many interesting things such as how people 
used to live very happily without any utilities, but fire 
wood. Thank you for having us and I wish to have another 
chance in the future to enjoy another excellent trip." Sada  
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



ITEMS TO SHARE  
 

ODDYSEYWARE UPDATE  

We just completed our first trimester using 

Odysseyware at RHS. The classes ran on Monday and 

Wednesday nights with the students working with both 

their online teacher as well as an onsite mentor. Aside 

from an "electives"/ mixed lab, each class was divided 

by its subject area. In the math lab, students were able 

to take Core Math A, PreAlgebra A, Geometry A, and 

Personal Finance A. In the science lab, the students 

engaged in Health, Earth Science A, and Biology A. 

Finally in the social studies lab, the students worked on 

both Civics and U.S. History A.  

Our second trimester has just begun, and we have 

added Core Math B, PreAlgebra B, Personal Finance B 

& C, Earth Science B, and U.S. History B. In addition, 

we hav e expanded our program to E.O.Smith. We look 

forward to expaning this on line programming to 

additional sites and we develop it further.  

Also, the first term of the year with CTDLC (CT Distant 

Learning Consortium) has just finished. We had 14 

enrollments and a 71% passing rate. I am very proud of 

our students as well as their mentors.  

Suzanne Scheffler  

CDP and On Line Coordinator  

 

PROFESSIONAL DEVELOPMENT 
Four VRABE staff experienced an outstanding conference last 
week that focused on Continuing Education/Enrichment. In 
addition to all of our present program offerings, we plan to 
develop a number of Certificate Programs especially in areas 
such as Office Skills and Medical Billing. We are also pursuing 
Certification Programs in various health areas by teaming with 
local higher education institutions as well as national programs. 
As we develop this new level of Continuing Education 
programming, we will share our progress. 

 



 

QR codes are 'in'. If you have a 
SMART Phone with a scanner app on it, you can 
scan the QR code above and see where it takes 
you! QR codes can direct people to websites, 
brochures, bulletins, special announcements, etc. 
and, they are easy to create. 
Wishing all of you a wonderful holiday season,  

Carl  

 
Carl Mandell, Ed.D. 
VRABE - Regional Supervisor  

  


